
DERWENT AND HOPE WOODLANDS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY  
13TH MARCH 2025 AT ST HENRY’S HALL DERWENT 

 
Present: Cllrs R Cottrill (Chair), G Woodhead (Vice Chair), A Robinson 
(RFO), J Gascoigne (Clerk), A Wheatley, two parishioners, MP Jon Pearce, 
S De Pee MP Asst 
 
12/25 Apologies – none 
 
13/25 No declarations 
 
14/25 Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed 
 
15/25 Matters Arising: Cllr Cottrill to make contact with the new STW Visitor 
Manager who is based at The Saw Mill Ladybower 
 
16/25 Highways:  Water is coming onto the A57 at the junction with Rowlee 
Lane and freezing in cold weather. There were two car accidents at the 
beginning of March due to the ice. Report to Highways. 
 
17/25 Agenda item 7. The Agenda was suspended to allow a discussion 
with the High Peak MP Jon Pearce. Councillors informed the MP about the 
effects of the huge number of visitors in our Parish in terms of parking, 
behaviour, lack of respect for the countryside. Jon agreed that more 
education for visitors is required. He is attending various meetings to fund a 
way forward to prevent destruction of the roadsides due to parking. 
Councillors pressed for protection of the roadsides which are being eroded, 
an increase in the issue of parking tickets and more public transport 
especially on the A57. Jon agreed to support these issues and also support 
the increase in parking ticket fines. Councillors told Jon about their concern 
for the repairs of the A57. He explained that he is trying to get the Mayors 
of Sheffield, Manchester and the East Midlands to work together and take 
responsibility for the road since it is used by the public from these areas for 
commuting and visiting the Peak District. Derbyshire County Council is 
legally responsible for the A57 in Derbyshire but there are insufficient funds 
to repair the slips. There are currently about 200 road slips in Derbyshire all 
requiring repairs. Jon also wants the Mayors to work together to make a 
whole plan for the Peak Park which will include roads, transport and visitor 



management. However, he is not making much headway currently. Jon 
suggested asking parishioners to contact DCC and request that the road is 
mended. 
 
Councillors asked Jon for his opinion on Government Devolution. He does 
not support the plan for one unitary authority which would be the whole of 
Derbyshire apart from the City of Derby which is already a unitary authority. 
He is supporting the idea of two smaller unitary authorities – South 
Derbyshire (including Derby city) and North Derbyshire.  
 
Councillors explained to Jon about the pressure on the natural environment 
from the sheer number of visitors and also told him of their concerns about 
the direction the Landscape Nature Recovery schemes are heading. 
Similar schemes over the last 40 years have not demonstrated any 
increase in nature biodiversity nor species numbers on the moors, they 
have continued to decline.  
Jon Pearce was thanked for his attendance. 
 
18/25 Correspondence & emails. All noted. Online consultations for Active 
Travel and local pharmacies completed.  
 
19/25 Reports from meetings. Cllr Cottrill & Cllr Gascoigne attended the 
Derbyshire Parishes Forum. They confirmed that they had confirmation 
from Highways that Derwent Lane has a traffic order on it which has no end 
date. All other details from this meeting are attached to these minutes. Cllr 
Cottrill attended a meeting with Castleton Parish Councillors, HPB 
Councillors and Craig Best from National Trust about visitor pressure. 
Stakeholders are going to work together to form a plan to alleviate parking 
problems. 
 
20/25 Dates for the annual parish meetings are 2nd April 2025 for Hope 
Woodlands Parish and 16th April 2025 for Derwent Parish. 
 
21/25 Finance: Online banking is now live.  
The Parish Council website is Cookie compliant. 
Parish Council financial regulations have been updated to take account of 
online banking. 
Outgoings:  £30 chq Remembrance Day Wreath 
                    £54 chq  Ace Fire check 
Balance at 05/02/2025 £5684.95 



Agreed the following payments 
• Caretaking Andi Jolley - £150 
• Chocolate for party Andi Jolley - £42 
• Cheque payable to Cllr Robinson for the Cookie Policy for invoices 

paid £180 & £46.13 totalling £226.13, as we paid for 18months to 
align with future webhosting payments. 

 
22/25 Date of next meeting 21st May 2025 
 
 
 
 
 


