DERWENT AND HOPE WOODLANDS PARISH
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY
215T MAY 2025 AT ST HENRY’S HALL DERWENT

Present: Clirs Cottrill (Chair), A Robinson (RFO), J Gascoigne (Clerk), A
Wheatley, & one parishioner.

27/25 Apologies — G Woodhead

28/25 No declarations

29/25 Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed

30/25 Matters Arising: None

31/25 Highways: Clerk to chase up work list for the Snake Rd which was
given to Highways Dept in March

32/25 Correspondence: Reporting of traffic offences can be done online
and footage uploaded. Derbyshire Police also have an Anti-Social
Behaviour Hub where incidents can be reported on line along with video
footage and photos. Clerk to ask parishioners to make use of both of these
facilities. CllIr Cottrill reported a rave taking place next to the A57 to police.
All rubbish was picked up by the attendees and left for collection.

33/25 Bamford with Thornhill Parish Council emailed to suggest exploring
a local merger of Parish Councils and Parish Meetings. The devolution of
the current system of county and borough councils will mean these will no
longer exist in their current form after 2028 and they may be replaced (in
Derbyshire) either by one unitary authority or two authorities, instead of the
one county council and the eight borough councils. However, there is no
confirmation whether this will go ahead or what this will mean for parish
councils in terms of responsibilities, numbers of parish councils, numbers of
councillors etc. Additionally, many issues affecting Bamford are not
relevant to Derwent & Hope Woodlands. Consequently, with so little detail,
Councillors decided that they do not wish to pursue this matter further at
this time.

34/25 Reports from the Annual Parish Meetings.

Derwent: Ongoing concern about the level of ranger cover in Derwent. Anti-
social behaviour takes place usually during early mornings and evenings
especially at weekends when there are no rangers on duty. Wild camping
and fires continue to be an issue along with car and motorbike racing. Clerk



to approach the new STW Visitor Manager. STW illuminated the Derwent
dam wall to commemorate VE Day. This was not publicised to ensure the
area was not inundated with visitors.

Hope Woodlands: Parishioners want to have confirmation that the removal
of conifer saplings in Alport will be an ongoing project by the National Trust.
Reduced sheep numbers dictated by National Trust have allowed the
growth of these trees and now money is being spent to remove them.
Conifers also alter the moorland eco system to the detriment of native
species and open access. Wild camping and fires continue unabated
despite increased signage saying they are banned. Lack of maintenance to
drains along the A57 has resulted in long term damage to the road caused
by water and ice. Clerk to chase up repairs. At Woodlands Chapel, the
toilet is being repaired to enable it to be used. It has been out of action for
many years.

35/25 Finance: Balance at 2" May £6120.51

Expenditure Boiler Service £168.00
Gas & new hose  £226.50
Income HPBC part precept £1164.00

The Audit was all clear. The Auditor recommended some improvements.
All financial reports and statements for the year ended 2025 were approved
at the Annual Meeting held just prior to this meeting.

36/25 ltems for the next agenda: Ask the STW visitor manager to attend a
meeting to discuss policies on events taking place; what the current STW
policy is on the expanding deer and Canada Geese populations; public
space protection order enforcement.

37/25 Date of next meeting 23 July 2025

Meeting was closed at 20.40pm

Jill Gascoigne
Clerk



